POLAR   VOYAGES    OF   REGENT   TIMES
that spirits were high. Norwegians and Danes stationed
along the coast offered their help, but Russia preferred
to manage it by herself. Expeditions began to be fitted
out, and soon a small seal-fisher, the Murmanetsk sailed,
but became fast in the ice off Jan Mayen at the begin-
ning of February, and drifted south hundreds of miles
from those she was to have helped. In the early days
of February the ice-breaker Taimyr sailed out from Mur-
mansk, followed by another one called the Murman, while
in Leningrad all haste was being made to fit out the giant
ice-breaker Jermak. The Taimyr was more fortunate than
any experienced polar sea-captain would have thought
possible. By the middle of the month she had forced her
way through the pack-ice, so that she lay only twenty-
five miles from the ice-floe, where she was overtaken by
the Murman. The planes were sent out, and one of them
landed near Papanin's camp, bringing beer and goose;
but the party would not leave without their instruments.
The ice-breakers therefore pursued their way, partly by
means of dynamite blasting, through the huge masses of
pack-ice.
By February igth, they had reached the side of a big
ice-floe which was seen to be in contact with the winter-
station. With the naive, engaging weakness for effect
which characterises the Russians, the rescue itself was
now staged. The combined crews of both ships marched
in procession over the ice, with a large band at their head.
The men fell on each other's necks, wireless waves ra-
diated through the world, and in Russia all the school-
children were given a holiday. Krenkel sent a farewell